


Get QOut of the Box...

Don’t Limit Yourself or God: Even if you've never written a magazine
article, that doesn’'t mean that you can’t. Even if you've never tried writing
a children’s book, that doesn’'t mean that you shouldn't.

Keep an Open Mind: Investigate the kinds of writing out there and see
which ones you want to try.
*Greeting cards
*Children’s picture books
*Tween books
*Non-fiction books
*Novels
*Magazine articles
*Devotionals
*Newspaper articles
*Marketing pieces
*Columns
*Webl/e-zine articles
*Dramal/plays
*Song lyrics
*Poetry



Making A Little Moola...

Here’'s the good news—no matter which of
those types of writing you wish to pursue—
they all pay! That's right, it is possible to
make money in this business!

While | can’t teach you how to write well in
a four-day workshop (because that just
comes with study of the craft and practice),
| can teach you some tricks of the trade
that will help get your foot in the publishing
door and cash in your wallet.




Tricks of the Trade...

FOR GETTING QUICK CLIPS

Definition of Clips: Published pieces of writing that showcase your
writing talents. When a magazine says, “Query with clips,” it means
“Send us a query letter and published samples of your writing.”

OK, so maybe you don't have a journalism degree, and maybe you
don’t have many publishing credits. In fact, you may have never been
published before. THAT'S OK! You can still get published...everyone
has to start somewhere. So, celebrate because you are on your
way!!!

Write an editorial for your local newspaper.

Write a column or an occasional feature for your church’s newsletter.

Write for websites and magazines that offer no other compensation other

than publication and free copies. (They probably don’t have too many

people trying to sell pieces to them since they don't pay. In other words, it'll
be fairly easy to get some quick clips at those publications/websites.)

Write a letter to the editor for your local newspaper
Write a letter for “Reader Feedback” for your favorite magazine

Take industry newsletters (See Resource handout) which will tell you about

the latest writing opportunities—compilation projects, “Chicken Soup for the
Soul...books” etc

Write for your alma mater's magazine or newsletter. (Many times, they take
submissions from graduates.)



Tricks of the Trade...

FOR GAINING CREDIBILITY

Enter Writing Contests!

Many writers’ conferences offer contests for
those attending. Take advantage of those
opportunities.

Visit http://www.writersdigest.com/contests/
online and sign up for the free e-letter that
features the latest WD contests. It's free!

Go to
http://www.sfwa.org/beware/contests.html to
learn more about writing contests—the pros
and cons—and how to determine if a writing
contest is leqit!




Tricks of the Trade...

FOR FINDING GREAT SOURCES FOR
ﬁﬁm YOUR STORIES

So, you have an idea for a magazine or
newspaper story (or even a non-fiction book),
but you need an expert to quote?

Go to Profnet.com and you'll find the best of the
best sources. And, the best part is...it's a free
service!

See, even if you're not a certified fithess expert,
you can interview hundreds of experts via Profnet,
and even establish professional relationships with
these sources. You can use them again and
again!

This makes it easier when you write your query
letter because you don't have to sell yourself so
much, as long as you can play up that you have
tremendous experts as sources for your story. It
might just be your in...




Tricks of the Trade...

FOR EFFECTIVELY CONNECTING WITH
EDITORS/PUBLISHERS

Well, you have already taken the first step by
investing in this conference.

Writers’ Conferences are the best way to connect with
editors and publishers, and GCWC brings in the best of
the best. To learn about other writers’ conferences, go
to www.shawquides.com/writing/ online.
Take advantage of those free 15-minute appointments. Go
armed with ideas; book proposals; query letters;

guestions; etc. Make the most of your time with each
editor.

If you can't meet with the editor you've been longing to
meet (due to his/her filled up sheet), try sitting with that
editor at one of the meals, or ask if you can meet at
another time.

The faculty is here to serve you.

Editors/publishers come here looking for writers just
like you!




Tricks of the Trade...

' FOR FINDING PLACES TO SELL YOUR
LT WORK
o You must get a copy of the current writers’

market guides: “2004 Writer's Market Guide”
(Writer's Digest Books); and the “Christian
Writer's Market Guide 2004” by Sally E. Stuart
(Shaw Books). Also, get other specific writers’
guides such as: “2004 Children’s Writer's &
lllustrator’'s Market” (Writer's Digest Books) as
needed

In the Writers’ Market, you'll find magazines and

book publishers listed, telling what they’re looking

for; how much they pay; how to submit; etc. No

matter what you like to write, you'll find lots of
places for your work in these guides




Tricks of the Trade...

FOR FINDING FREELANCE ASSIGNMENTS

Visit the online job boards for work assignments. Some of
the ones | like are: www.mediabistro.com and
www.journalismjobs.com online. Also, go to
www.sunoasis.com and www.writersweekly.com online. All
feature freelance writing assignments and other writing
opportunities.

Go to www.ilovetowrite.com and order “How | Made $66,270
in 9 Months Writing for Websites” from John Riddle. He
teaches all the tricks of the trade for writing for websites.

Scan online classified ads from newspapers all over the
world, looking for writing assignments. Even if a newspaper
advertises for a staff position, offer your freelance services.
They may have never considered hiring a freelancer to fill
their needs.

Approach local magazines such as “Fort Worth Child,”
“Elegant Lifestyle,” etc. (Look for these kinds of magazines
as you exit Blockbuster or in your mailbox—they’'re usually
freebies to the public, but they pay their writers!)

The contact information is usually on the inside cover. Simply e-
mail the editor a pitch letter, offering your services.




WRITE A PITCH LETTER OF YOUR OWN
Here’s a sample for you:

Michelle Medlock Adams

8916 Crest Ridge Drive

Fort Worth, Texas 76179

(817) 236-8740
writer@michellemedlockadams.com
www.michellemedlockadams.com

Oct. 14, 2004

Ms. Angie Fit
Diane Webzine

1 Fitness Way
Bedford, IN. 47421

Dear Ms. Fit:

Looking for an experienced journalist to take on assignments for your publication? Well, I@ your reporter. With more than 13 years
experience in the print media world, | can produce lively copy in a timely manner. | served as a reporter for a daily newspaper in Southern
Indiana for almost 5 years, so | know how to "get the story. I love a challenge. | also wrote for a webzine for two years—Lifeserv.com. Let
me tell you a little more about my experience.

| am an award-winning journalist and book author, earning first-place awards from the Associated Press, the Hoosier State Press
Assaociation, the Sunday Features Editors, the Glorieta Christian Writers’ Conference, and the Society of Professional Journalists. In
addition, | was named "Writer of the Year" at the Write-to-Publish conference in Wheaton, lllinois in June 2002. | have written more than
3,000 articles for newspapers and magazines across the country including the Bedford (Indiana) Times-Mail, The Fort Worth Star-Telegram,
Writer's Digest, and Today's Christian Woman to name a few. | have been writing professionally since graduating from Indiana University
with a journalism degree in 1991--for websites, magazines, newspapers, newsletters, non-profit agencies and ministries, etc. | also teach at
writers@onferences and workshops, women® groups, and schools many times throughout the year.

I am the author of eight published books: "Little Lessons From a Big God" (a women® devotional title published by Lion® Head, October
2001); "Living the Love Chapter" (an inspirational Christian Living title published by Lion® Head, November 2001); "United We Stand: Real
Kid Heroes" (a cd-rom book published by Waltsan Publishing, August 2002); "Sister For Sale" (a picture book published by Zonderkidz,
March 2002); "Why | Love You, God" (a board book published by Concordia Publishing, February 2002); "The Sparrow® Easter Song" (a
picture book publishes by Ideals--a division of Guideposts, February 2004); "Conversations On the Ark" (a picture book published by
Ideals--a division of Guideposts, March 2003; and "Daily Wisdom for Mothers: A 366-day devotional" Eublished by Barbour Publishing in
April 2004. In addition, | have written several other books that will be published over the next 18 months. They are: "My Funny
Valentine...Poems" (a poetry book for kids, Ideals, Summer 2004); "No Boys Allowed! Devotions for Girls" (a devotional for tween girls,
Zonderkidz, Fall 2004); "Memories of the Manger" (a Christmas picture book, Ideals Publishing, 2005); "The Ride of a Lifetime" (an Easter
Picture book, Ideals, Spring 2005) and "Daily Wisdom for Working Women" (a daily devotional for working women, Barbour, Fall 2004).

I would very much like to take on assignments for your webzine. | can cover diet, fitness, beauty, decorating and more! I look forward to
hearing from you in the near future. Many blessings to you!

Sincerely,

Michelle Medlock Adams



The Difference Between a
Query and a Pitch Letter

A query letter is a letter that pitches a
story idea,; tells why you are the perfect
person to write that article; and then lists
your writing credentials.

In a pitch letter, you are pitching
yourself. It's a general letter that is
simple and to-the-point, stating that
you're a freelance writer and
highlighting your qualifications, any
awards you've won, and all of your
contact information.






SAMPLE QUERY LETTER:

Michelle Medlock Adams
8916 Crest Ridge Drive
Fort Worth, Texas 76179
(817) 236-8740

E-Mail: iufan@imagin.net

November 7, 2001

Ms. Susie Shellenberger, Editor
Brio

8605 Explorer Drive

Colorado Springs, CO 80920

Dear Ms. Shellenberger:

It will not curl. It won't lay flat.

It sticks up here and there!

My hair will not cooperate!

I need a hat to wear!

The kids are gonna laugh at me.
“Nice hair!” they’ll tease and scoff
There’s only one thing left to do—
I'll have to cut it off!

This is the introductory poem to my article, “No More Bad Hair Days!” In this piece, | offer seven secrets to terrific tresses—from
Body basics to Blow dry with a mission to Have a plan B—this how-to article gives girls the 411 on managing their manes in a fun
and upbeat way. It is enclosed for your review. Using the same fun tone, | have also written: “Breakout Busters,” “Working In a
Workout,” “H20, drink up!” and “Choosing the Perfect Prom Dress (with a sidebar on finding a great stylist for that special day).” |
would be happy to send any or all of those articles at your request.

Let me tell you a little about my writing experience. | am an award-winning journalist, earning first-place awards from the
Associated Press, the Hoosier State Press Association, the Sunday Features Editors, the Society of Professional Journalists and
the Glorieta Christian Writers' Conference. | have written for newspapers and magazines across the country including the Bedford
(Indiana) Times-Mail, The Believer’s Voice of Victory magazine, Today’s Christian Woman, Woman'’s Touch, The Standard, The
Pentecostal Evangel, Live, Christian Health, Journey, Joyful Woman, Christian Reader and Bowling Magazine to name a few. |
have been writing professionally since graduating from Indiana University in 1991. | decided a few years back to use my creativity
and professional writing experience to create children’s books. In 1998, | began working with Berkeley Designs in California,
writing children’s stories to accompany some of their plush toys. | have also written a children’s video script for King’s Creations’
plush characters “Happy Hank and Hannah.” And, | have sold four children’s books over the past two years, including: two MOPS
picture books to Zonderkidz, a board book to Concordia Publishing House, and a picture book to Ideals (Candy Cane Press)
Publishing. | also have two inspirational adult trade books that were released last fall titled, “Little Lessons From a Big God:
Finding More of God Through the Lives of Your Children” and “Living the Love Chapter.” Thank you for your time. | would be
happy to send you several published magazine clips and my résume at your request. Please feel free to contact me by phone,
mail or E-mail. | look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely

i\/lichelle Medlock Adams



TWEEN BOOK IDEAS

Michelle Medlock Adams

8916 Crest Ridge Drive

Fort Worth, Texas 76179

(817) 236-8740
iufan@michellemedlockadams.com
www.michellemedlockadams.com

*Fab Fruit! Growing Nine Nifty Fruits of the Spirit: The Fruit of the Spirit. We all need fresh fruit growing in our
lives—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. But let's face it—
many of us grow up with rotten, stinking fruit. And some of us never have any fruit at all. That's why it's time for a
book about the Fruit of the Spirit for tween girls. If we can teach girls about the Fruit of the Spirit in a fun, upbeat
way—they’ll grow strong spiritually as they mature physically and mentally.

*Girlz Rock! A Girl's Guide to Boys, Beauty and More: It's a non-fiction book for tween chicks, sure to become a
favorite for today's girls. From beauty tips to questions about boys—this book will cover it all in an easy, fun,
biblically-solid manner.

*101 Things Only Girls Understand: This could be a fun, humorous, gift-book sort of presentation for tween girls.
We could feature things such as: "Why buying a school lunch is totally scary!" "Why wearing the same outfit more
than once a week is so NOT an option;" "Why having your own phone line is a necessity--like food;" "Why Snoopy
and Elmo are @@nd Barney is out" "Why making up new words is totally hip" "Why wearing a short skirt over tight
jeans totally rocks!" etc...

*A Hip Chick® Guide to...: Similar to Legacy® books "A Christian Girl® Guide to..." this series of books would
address various subjects of interest to tween girls, such as:

"A Hip Chick® Guide to Boys"

"A Hip Chick® Guide to Fitness"

"A Hip Chick® Guide to Beauty"

"A Hip Chick® Guide to Cool Crafts"

"A Hip Chick® Guide to Bodacious Bashes"

* "Get Your Spirit On! Daily Devotions for Cheerleaders”: How about a devotional specifically for cheerleaders?
Ready, OK! Everywhere you look in tween fashion today; you® see little girls with the words, "CHEER" or "SPIRIT"
on their behinds. | know this because | have two little aspiring cheerleaders in my house, and we buy all of those
cheer shorts and accessories from Limited Too! :) Cheerleading is big business. In fact, here are some startling
stats, in case you need more convincing:

*80% of schools in the US have cheerleading squads.

*The estimated number of cheerleaders in America:

Ages 6-11: 1.2 million

Ages 12-17: 1.6 million

Ages 18-24: 0.4 million

Ages 25-34: 0.2 million

Now that® a lot of potential readers, eh? Plus, | was a cheerleader from elementary through college. And, | coached
cheerleading; judged cheerleading competitions; taught gymnastics and dance; and currently, | write for "American
Cheerleader" magazine (a NY publication). So, | am definitely the writer for this devo. | think it could be wonderful! |
could include fun factoids, appropriate sidebars, grooming tips, and more fun stuff to accompany each

daily devotional. Also, | could feature one real life cheerleader (sort of a profile) every so often in the book--

maybe 10 in all? We could do a daily devo or a 90-day one. The front cover could feature a megaphone and maybe
have the scripture "Shout to the Lord" coming out of it! | picture this book with a very hip and USA Today tone. If you
didn®want to call it a "devotional" for fear of excluding a certain segment of buyers, you could call it "Get Your Spirit
On! Inspiring thoughts for today® cheerleaders!" There isn®anything out there like this. Sure, there are cheerleading
handbooks, but this would be totally unique. There is a market for this book. | know it! :)




